A few words from
the editor...

/ weather stories
seemed to have
made both the local

and national headlines with an

increasing frequency. While
Hurricane Katrina grabbed most

ver the past
year or so,

of the attention, Arkansas and
our neighbors have also felt the
wrath of Hurricane Rita, strong
tornadoes, large hail, winter
storms, a lingering drought and
even large and destructive wild-
fires.

Bz assured that no matter what
Mother Nature may throw our
way, your National Weather
Service is on the job. The North
Little Rock office, along with
every other NWS office in the
country, is open 24 hours a day,
7 days a week with a staff of
meteorologists trained to keep
you safe no matter where you
venture in the Unites States
and its territories.

Joe Goudsward

Hurricane retirees
and 2006 names

Hur'r'icane Katrina will never hit
the Gulf Coast again. In fact,
neither will hurricanes Dennis, Rita,
Stan or Wilma as all these names
were retired following the record
setting 2005
hurricane season.
With the retiring
W of these names,
; the number of
SN retired names
now totals 67. A hurricane name is

usually retired when it couses a
large loss of life or property or be-
cause of sensitivity reasons. Names
may also be retired to establish
distinction in the scientific and Jor
legal communities. The names for
this upcoming season are:

Alberto Joyce Tony
Beryl Kirk Valerie
Chris Leslie William
Debby Michael

Ernesto MNadine

Florence Oscar

Gordon Patty

Helene Rafael

Isaac Sandy

Spring 2006

Summer begins

June 21 at
726 a.m.

Central Time.

“«There is reclly no sich

thing as had

wedather: anly different
kinds-af goad wedather”

John Ruslin

“Some people are
wediher wise, biii mosi

tire oftherwise.”

Benjamin Franklin
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The Enhanced F Scale
(EFSCG'B) Joe Goudsward

he Mational Weather Service has announced

plans to implement the Enhanced Fujita
Scale to rate fornadoes and replace the original
Fujita (F) Scale. The EF Scale will continue to
rate tornadoes on a scale from zero to five, but
ranges in wind speed will be more accurate with
the improved rating scale. The new EF Scale is
expected to be fully implemented by February
2007. The EF Scale takes into account additional
variables which will provide a more accurate indi-
cation of tornado strength and will provide more
detailed guidelinegs that will allow the Mational
W eather Service to more accurately rate torna-

ﬁ does that strike in

( the United States.

estimate associated

N
wind speed based on

the damage they cause. The EF Scale refines and
improves the original scale. It was developed by
the Texas Tech University Wind Science and
Engineering Research Center, along with a forum
of wind engineers, universities, private companies,
government organizations, private sector
meteorologists and MNational Weather Service
meteorologists from across the country.

The F Scale was
developed in 1971
by Dr. T. Theodore
Fujita to rate
tornadoes and

< Spring 2006

Limitations of the ariginal F Scale may have led to
inconsistent ratings, including possible overesti-
mates of associated wind speeds. The EF Scale
incorporates more damage indicators and degrees
of damage than the original F Scale, allowing more
detailed analysis and better correlation between
damage and wind speed. Twenty eight Damage
Indicators (DI will be used in the new system
with Degrees of Damage (DOD) to determine
wind estimates. Different types of buildings,
depending on building materials, will have their
own DI's and DOD's,

The ariginal F Scale historical data base will not
change. An FS fornado rated years ago is still an
F5, but the wind speed associated with the
tornado may have been somewhat less than
previoushy estimated. A correlation between the
original F Scale and the EF Scale has been
deweloped. This makes it possible to express
ratings in terms of one scale to the other,
preserving the historical database .

Since the new system will still use actual tornado
damage o estimate the storm's wind speed, the
MNational W eather Service states that the new
scale will likely not lead fo an increase in a num-
ber of tornadoes classified as EFS (the lower
wind speed ranges have been adjusted as better
estimates of what -

-

is heeded to incur '.HELFl‘ . o o,
. ™ e
the damage). The . f,.ff;;z’_:i_t_:f
upper bound of the 5N Sy
. e i
wind speed range !1’527 P
for EFS is open — in o e -
=%
other words, there é-f:_;‘::;,: Ty
is ho maximum wind -
speed designated. T
y.
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The Enhanced Fujita (EF) Scale

Category | Wind Speed Potential damage

EFO 65-85 mph Light damage

EF1 86-110 mph Moderate damage

EFZ2 111-135 mph Considerable damage

EF3 136-165 mph Severe damage

EF4 166-200 mph Devastating damage

EF5 > 200 mph Incredible damage

of Pleasant Valley and

The one and on Iy then on through the
i ¥ community of Sneed.
As you can imagine, an F5 tornado is a very ' Both of these communi-

rare event. While Arkansas sees an average ties located about 2.5
of 26 tornadoes a year, only one twister.in to 3 miles north of
our state’s history has been classified as an Swifton, were virtually

F5. This tornado, now known as the Sneed destroyed. Historical
tornado, tracked through northeast sections accounts indicate the tornade was 1/2 mile
of the state on April 10th, 1929. When it was i, ot this point. The tornado then weak-

finally over, the death toll was listed at 23, ened and passed just to the southeast of
with another 59 people injured. Some of the  Alicia. Pleasant Valley was located on

injuries were quite severe, including skull what is now Jackson County road 72 while
fractures. The tornado reached its maximum  g...d was located on what is now Jackson

strength as it moved through the community
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The names remain etched in our memories,
Camille, Hugo, Andrew e s .

and now we can add the
names Katrina, Rita and ;
Wilma to the list of devas- |
tating hurricanes to strike
the United States Coast.

The 2006 hurricane season
is rapidly approaching and once again we will
watch the tropics for signs of development.

Hutricane Katrina

The hurricane season officially runs from
June 1st to November 30th with September
and October being the peak months for tropi-
cal systems to wreak their havoc along the
Gulf Coast. Once again it looks like a very
active tropical season is in the cards with
more than the usual number of storms being
predicted. The 2005 season was one for the
record books with 28 named storms in the
Atlantic Basin. In fact, it was the first time

we ran out of names for storms and had to
fall back on the &reek Alphabet.

sz The Tropical Prediction
Center has just issued
their latest official outlook
. A for the 2006 tropical sea-
_f,.; sonh and the numbers are

3 daunting to say the least.

Hutricane Rita

g=== The outlook calls for 13 to 16 named storms
% with 8 to 10 hurricanes and 4 to é magjor

© continuation of above normal activity that has
. been occurring for the past decade. However,

The official 2006 Atlantic hurricane season
outlook is indicating an 80% chance of an
above-normal hurricane season, a 15% chance
of a near normal season and only a 5% chance
of a below normal season.

hurricanes. This prediction indicates a

a repeat of last years record breaking season
is not expected.

As far as timing is concerned, the majority of
named storms are expected to form during
the August to October time frame. These
systems usually track westward towards the
Caribbean Sea and/or the United States as
they gain strength. On average during these
active years, 2-4 hurricanes will make landfall
in the continental United
States and 2-3 in the
Caribbean Sea.

These numbers are based &
on a variety of factors '
including the temperature
of the ocean where hurri-

Hutricane Wilma

canes form, the effects of el nino and clima-
tology and are always subject to change. The
Saffir-Simpson scale is a measure of how
intense a hurricane gets and the damage it
can inflict. Please refer to the following page.
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The Saffir-Simpson Scale

Category

wWind
Speed

Storm
Surge

Potential damage

One

75-95
mph

4-5 f+
above
normal

Damage primarily to unanchared mobile homes,
shrubbery, and trees, Some damage to paorly
constructed signs. Alsa, some coastal road flooding

and minor pier damage,

Two

96-110
mph

6-8 f+
above
normal

Some roafing material, door, and window damage of
buildings, Considerable damage to shrubbery and
trees with some trees blown down. Congiderable

damage to mobile homes, poorly constructed signs,
and piers, Small craft break moorings.

Three

111-130
mph

9-12 f+
above
normal

Some structural damage to small residences
Faliage blown off trees and large trees blown down,
Maobile homes and poorly constructed signs are
destrayed, Flooding near the coast destrays
smaller structures with larger structures damaged
by battering from floating debris,

Four

131-155
mph

13-18 f+
above
normal

Mare extensive structure failure with some
complete raaf structure failures on small
residences, Shrubs, frees, and all signs are blown
dawn, Camplete destruction of mobile homes, Ex-
tensive damage to doors and windmws, Major dam-
age to lower floors of structures near the shore,

Five

>155
mph

> 18 ft
above
normal

Complete roof failure on many residences, Some
complete building failures, All shrubs, trees, and
signs blown dawn, Complete destruction of mobile
hames. Severe and extensive window and door
damage. Major damage to lower floors of all
structures located less than 15 1 above sea level
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New Climate &

WE:b PGQBS Brian Smi;h

While browsing our website looking for

climate data, you may have noticed that some-
thing looks a little different. Late last fall,
the new web climate interface debuted na-
tionally on all NW$5 office websites. This new
interface holds an archive of extensive
weather and climate information for many
sites in our county warning and forecast area.

There are two ways of ac-
cessing this data. From our
main page, click on “Local”
under the “Climate” links section. Or, from
the NWS main page, click on the *Climate”
tab, and then on the center of Arkansas .

Climate
Local
Hational

More...

Mational Dceanic and Atmospheric Hdl'li_li: bratic

National Weather Service

Organizalen

Hame = Clmate
Click am maj below 16 obtam local climate infonmatisn,

Warnings & | Graohieal
Forecasts | Forecasis

Halional

-
Mapz Lt

Radar

[ aibin Teperanass =] Gof
Highust and Lowest Temperaturs
at 7b EET Han et Pons

|

Click On Map Belew To Zoom in

The new page is easy to navigate. Simply
choose the product you would like to view or
print in column 1, select the location in column
2, then the date in column 3, and finally,
select "Go".

Semch o

F¥" Dby Cilreates oot (0100

" Prederinasy Crabologr Deda (0FE)
™ Regord Event Repaet (RER)
™ onthiy \Westher Summary (CLH)
1™ Ragional Sueary (RTF)

Sioaen Peent Datshans (SPC)
S Data @ODC |

Another window will appear with the data you
requested. It's that simple to usel

In addition to o i e e =2iE]

Pleace wate ihis indormatian ls prefminary sed subjed to revslon, |
Oificial and eeitilbed cBmaric data cai be secesied al the Narissl
Climaise Toaka Cenber (DT

daily climate
summaries for
Little Rock
and Morth
Little Rock,
monthly data

CTTI44 FLEF 118902
CLILIK

TEIA ZERVICE LITTLIE ROCK AR

... THE LITTLE BEOCKE ANAME FIRLD CLIMATE AUMMARY FOR AP

CLIMATE MORMAL EERIGD 1571 TO 2000
CLIMATE RECORD FERIOD 1B7%F To 20068

consisting of

daily highs,

RECOED YEAR HORMAL DEF

IL2T]  VALUE YALUE '\;
IDWS, AN PAIR= | iiniisos s
fall is avail - i
able for many ﬂ | h ~
5 ‘:iq-l

more loca-
tions. In column 1, simply choose "Preliminary
Climatology Data”, and in column 2 select the
location you wish to view. In column 3, select
either the most recent, or an archived month.
Most stations have on-line data back to 2001
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continued

New Climate
Web Pages

Data for the following stations are available
through the new climate web interface.

Little Rock “eviia L Harrison
Rock
Monticello st el Searcy
Home
Russellville Mount Ida  Hot Springs
Pine Bluff Flippin Stuttgart
Batesville

These new web pages are part of a national
standardization in the NWS, which allows for
an easier transition between individual office
websites. However, if youre still looking for
a little more Arkansas specific data, our tra-
ditional climate webpage is still accessible.
On our main page, under the
“Climate” selections, choose
“More”. When the next page
appears, click the link in the
example at the top of the next
column.

Climate
Local

Hational
More...

This will take you back to our traditional WFO
climate page.

Climate |
Predician

Climate | Local
Resources | DataReconds

Clmate
Loraions

Cbgeried

Asronomica I HOW Dt
meaner

Unigue Local Climate Data

Chmate Data

o WEC Litle Rock Climate Page

+ Yeardo-gate Tamperaturs and Rainfall for Arkansas Staions
+ Momnals, Meang and Extremes (Lifle Rock)

« Homnals, Means and Exdremes (Mori Lille Rock)

» Dirgught irformiation

o Mational Climafic Data Center (NCOC)

s Southem Rzional Climate Cenler [3RCC)

+ Mational Weaiher Serace Hamepage

If you have any questions or comments about
the new climate pages, you can email me at
brian.d.smithi®noaa.qov , or John Lewis, our

webmaster, at John.Lewisi®noaa.qov .

Did you know?

» Flooding causes on average, almost 3.5
billion dollars in damages and over 100
lives lost per year in the U.5.2

» Three fourths of all presidential disas-
ter declarations are associated with
some kind of flooding?

As little as two
feet of water
moving only 6
mph can cause
most cars to be
swept away?
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b T

will send a meteorologist

[
FlreStorm to the fire site to assist

in suppression efforts.
Joe Goudsward The IMET (Incident
Meteorologist) is a NWS

A s we are all aware of, most of Arkansas meteorologist who has
has been unusually dry for the past year peceijved specialized

or so. The results have ranged from low lakes training in fire behavior,
and rivers to poor crop yields. One effect of

small scale forecasting and fire operations.
the drought we do not often think about is They are often dispatched to remote areas to

wildfires. The majority of the fires that do provide support for fire fighting efforts.

occur in Arkansas are relatively small by There are roughly 60 IMETs nationwide. I am
Woestern United States standards but that is proud to be the IMET for the Little Rock Na-
not always the case. Just this year alone a tional Weather Service forecast office.

10,000 acre fire burned in Montgomery

County and 5100 acres were charred in Gar-  with the limited number of TMETs available,
land and Perry Counties from a single wild we are often sent out of state to support fire
fire. fighting efforts. This has been the case for
several months now in Texas as large and
In fact, when the number  destructive wildfires have swept across the
of fires on both state- Lone Star State since Christmas of 2005.
owned and federal land are The National Weather Service has supported
combined, the numbers the ongoing fire planning and fire fighting ef-
start to add up. Since the  forts since that time. With a state as vast as
start of 2005 through Texas and with such varying topography, the
April 15th of this year, job requires two IMETs working together to
nearly 4000 wildfire have been reported. The got the job done. I had the privilege of work-

total acres burned are in excess of 61,000 ing with the Texas Forest Service on two
and the suppression cost has exceeded 6 mil- separate occasions in this massive undertak-
lion dollars. ing which included two week dispatches in

both January and March.
The MNational Weather Service of fers a wide

range of services for land management agen-  \while Arkansas has put up some impressive

cies to plan for or fight these fires ranging fire numbers, they pale in comparison to the

from routine fire weather forecasts, to site  umber of fires, the acres burned and the
specific "spot” forecasts. In some cases, we

number of structures lost in Texas.
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« Firestorm

Joe Goudsward

Since the first of the year, a total of 10,674
wildfires have been reported across Texas
consuming over 1.5 million acres or an area

These wildfires have destroyed 661 buildings

B e ==

mainly homes and
businesses. Sev-
eral small towns

| were completely

burned over and
others have come
dangerously close.

The culprit for these fires are low pressure
systems that form in the lee of the Rocky
Mountains. These storms are usually lacking
moisture and only produce strong winds, often
in excess of 40 to 50 mph. Often times these
storms will produce lightning which leads to
new fire starts but no rain. When these
strong winds blow on the parched land, any
fire will quickly grow.

The worst fire day in the state’s history was
March 12 of this year. This was during one of
my dispatches and while we were all expecting
a very bad fire weather day, what ended up
occurring no one could have been prepared
for. Strong southwest winds in  excess of

roughly the size of the state of Rhode Island. =,

while the heroic efforts of fire fighters from [
around the nation have saved 13,815 buildings,

60 mph developed over the Texas Panhandle
during the afternoon hours. These winds blew
over power poles that ignited two huge grass
fire just east of Amarillo. With winds this
strong, fire fighting efforts were useless and
all that could be done was to get people out of
the way of the ensu-
ing firestorm. The
| fires burned so hot
' that they showed up
- on heat-recording
satellite pictures the
Y next day (see left).

When it was all said and done 5 days later,
nearly 1 million acres had been charred. While
several buildings were lost and the fire did
encroach upon many towns, suppression ef-
forts from both the air and ground prevented
a much greater tragedy. 5till, seven lives
were lost and numerous head of cattle were

killed.

Parts of cast
and south
Texas
continue to
green up and
the fire
threat has
diminished in these areas. However, western
Texas and particularly the Panhandle remain

susceptible for more wildfires until substan-
tial rain is seen. The NW5 will continue to
support the efforts of Texas forest officials
for as Iong as we are needed.
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Ear‘ly April 2006 will be remembered not
only for destructive tornadoes that swept
across Arkansas, but also for monster-sized
hail that rained down from the sky.

Supercell (cells
with rotating up-
drafts) thunder-
storms developed
early in the eve-
ning of April 2nd. ot
2 Miles North of Searcy
Conditions that were perfect for hail forma-
tion came together and the result was hail in
excess of four to five inches falling over
parts of Baxter, White, Desha, Arkansas and
Fulton counties. To put it in perspective, these
hailstones were roughly the size of grape-
fruits or softballs. This is some of the largest
hail ever to fall in the state of Arkansas or
anywhere else for that matter. Many other
reports of hail ranging from the size of golf
balls to tennis balls to baseballs were common.

Needless to say, damage was widespread
across parts of Arkansas with numerous
reports of windshields smashed, windows
broken and roofs destroyed. Damage esti-

mates were in the hundreds of thousands of
dollars.

The costliest hailstorm in the United States
was in the Dallas-Forth Worth area on May
15, 1995 with damage over $1 billion. The larg-
est hailstone ever recorded fell on the lawn of
a resident in the town of Aurora, Nebraska on
the evening of June 22nd, 2003. This huge
stone left a impact crater and measured a
whopping 7 inches in diameter. It had a cir-
cumference of almost 19 inches and weighed
close to a pound and a half.

Largest hailstone ever

Hail is produced in almost every thunderstorm
and the size of the hail is dependent on the
size of the storm. How does hail form you
ask? Hail is created when tiny drops of water
get caught in the updraft of the storm.

Continued
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These droplets are lifted higher and higher
into the storm cloud until they freeze into ice
and begin to fall. The size of the hail is de-
pendent upon the strength of the storm. If
the smaller hailstone gets caught in the up-
draft of the storm again, it gets more water
on it. The stone is lifted back up into the sub-
freezing layer of the cloud where the water
freezes again. If this happens over and over,
the hailstone will continue to grow. Once the
hailstone becomes too heavy to be supported
by the updraft of the storm, it falls to earth.

For the smallest hailstone to form, an updraft
of around 24-34 mph is required. Larger sized
stones such as golf-ball size, require updrafts
of around 55 mph to form. Softball-size hail
involves updrafts exceeding 100 mph.

If you cut
open a hail
stone, you
can count the
number of
trips up and
down in the
storm the
hailstone
made by counting the number of rings inside

the stone, just like rings tell the age of a
tree.

Smaller hailstones will often appear smooth
while very large hailstones will often appear
more jagged or irregular. Also, smaller hail-
stones can smash together into a bigger stone.

i Large hail can still
& cause injuries,
mainly cuts, bruises
% and broken bones.

" While fatalities are
rare, hail-related
losses often top a

=~ billion dollars a
year, mainly to crops, livestock, cars and
roofs. The last reported death in the United
States occurred in March, 2000 in Lake
Worth Village, Texas. The most deadly hail -
storm on record occurred in India on April 30,
1888, killing 246 people and 1600 animals.

If you do happen to find yourself in a hail -
storm, get into a sturdy building and stay away
from windows. A vehicle will offer good pro-
tection from hailstones up to about the size
of golf balls. If you are caught outside, try to
cover your head as best you can. A table to
estimate hail size against common everyday
objects is found on page 17. As always, give us
a call when large hail falls or any damage
occurs.
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Summer Outlook

1 Spring 2006

m Joe Goudsward

The latest summer outlook (June, July and Au-
gust) from the Climate Prediction Center shows
increased chances for above normal tempera-
fures across a good portion of the southern and
western United States. Across the Matural
State, there iz also an increased chance for
temperatures being above normal this summer
but only across the extreme South. Elsewhere,
there are equal chances for above, below or nor-
mal femperatures meaning overall, summer looks
pretty average.

p
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Figure I—Summer Temperature Outlook

As far as precipitation is concerned, there are
equal chances this summer that rainfall will be
at, above or below normal, When this outlook is
combined with the temperature outlook, it
appears that the summer season will be pretty
typical with warm temperatures and the only
rain in the form of late day thunderstorms.

Cold fronts often have a difficult time mowving
across the Aid South during the summer season
as upper level high pressure usually dominates.
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Figure I—Summer Precipitation Outleok

Taking a look at some historical data for the
Little Rock area shows the average high tem-
perature for the season is 91.3 degrees while
the average low temperature is 70.1 degrees
with an average daily temperature of 80.7 de-
grees. Average rainfall is 10.19 inches and the
hottest day recorded in the capital city was 112
degrees on July 31, 1986, The three warmest,
coldest, (based on average tfemp), wettest and
driest summers are listed below:
Top three Hottest  Top three Coldest
1. 1954 - 85.41° 1. 1903 - 76.90°
2. 1980 - 84.81° 2. 1889 - 76.94°
3. 1998 -84.72° 3.1915 - 77.19°

Top three Wettest
1.1888 - 22.16"
2.1971 - 20.29"
3.1895 - 19.347

Top three Driest
1.1930 - 0.78"
2.1980 - 1.71"
3.1954 - 2.23"
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Mr. Owen B, Hendrix of Antoing, Arkansas, was
presented the distinguished Thomas Jefferson
Award, The Jefferson Award is the highest honor
given to Cooperative Weather Observers, Of the
approximately 11,700 observers nationwide, the
Jefferson Award is given annually to only 5 ob-

servers, Ahr,
Hendri< is Sl L
the first

observer
given this
award in the
Little Rock
County

W arning
Areaq,

THOMAS JEFFERSON
AWARD

The award ceremony was held at the rotunda of
the Arkansas State Capitol building in Little Rock.
Renee Fair, Meteoralogist in Charge of the MNa-
tional Weather Service of fice in North Little Rock
served as the emcee for the program. Distin-
guished speakers included Gus Wingfield, State
Treasurer of Arkansas and cousin of Mr. Hendrix,
Bill Froenza, Director of the Mational Weather
Service Southern Region, John Robinson, Warning
Coordination Aeteorologist at the MNorth Little
Rock office, and Jimmy Russell, Observation Pro-
gram Leader at the Morth Little Rock office.

Mr. Hendrix was also given the Dick Hagemeyer
Award for 45 vears as a Cooperative Weather Ob-
server. Ar. Hendrix takes daily rainfall measure-
ments and phones the totals to the Mational

Weather Service of fice in North Little Rock. He
also maintains an automated punch tape rain gage
that measures rainfall in 15 minute increments. He
remowves the tape monthly and mails it to the MNa-
tional Weather Service. The Thomas Jefferson
and Dick Hagemeyer Awards are a small token of
our appreciation for his 45 vears of continuous
weather observations.

In the picture: Owen B, Hendrix (back row/fifth
from right) personally received his awards on
03/04/2006. He was joined by friends, family, and
staff members of the MNational Weather Service

in MNorth Little Rock. In addition to the Jefferson
and Hagemeyer awards, Ar. Hendrix was also given
a certificate naming him a Deputy Treasurer of
Arkansas. The certificate was presented by his
cousin, Arkansas State Treasurer Gus Wingfield.
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EEACH
FISHING
HAZY
HUMID
LEMOMNADE
SWIMMING

All of the hidden
words in the puzzle
are synonymous
with the spring and
summer seasons.
Grab your pencil
and see how many
you can find |
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Internet Updafte...
John Lewis / Joe Goudsward

Lo  Spring 2006

Since the mid-1990s,
the National Weather
Service in Little Rock
has been providing
weather information on
the internet (http://
www.srh.noaa.gov/lzk).
In the beginning, there
were only text products
but there are now
graphical products avail -
able and even information for wireless devices.

As far as the text products, the most popular
among customers are forecasts. Those that
have plans for tomorrow or a week from now
access these products frequently. You can too
at the following address...

http: //www.srh.noaa.gov/Izk/html /wxent|Lphp

For those who are more interested in current
weather conditions, there is an observations
page available at...

http://wvmn.srh.noaa.gov/
| zk/html fwxent| 2. him

Of course, watches and
warnings are crucial
when severe weather is
expected or when storms
| are imminent. After all
the goal is to protect life

and property. The local hazards page is at...
http://wwwn.srh.noaa.gov/lzk/html /svrmain.php

And then there are those who are not looking
for present or future data. They are searching
for what happened in the past (yesterday's
rainfall, record temperatures, etc.). Climate
information is becoming increasingly more
popular. To check it out, go to...
http://wwwn.srh.noaa.gov/Izk/html /wxent|3 htm

Here are some links to other valuable pages...

River and Lake Information
http://wwan.srh.noaa.gov/lzk/html /wxentl4.htm

Fire Weather
http://wuan srh.noaa.gov/lzk/html / forest2 htm

Aviation Weather
http://wwwn.srh.noaa.gov/lzk/html /wxent! 7 htm

While weather information is readily available
on the web, it is now also there for your cell
phone or wireless device. Forecasts and radar
images can be displayed. If interested, go to

—

To put together text products, there used to
be nothing more than typing and more typing.
These days, there is far less typing and far

HTTP Enabled Wireless Device
http://mobile.srh.weather.gov

W AP Enabled Wireless Device
http://wvmn.srh.noaa.gov /wml
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Internet Updafte...

Continued

more creating. Forecasters envision what the
future weather may hold, and then express it

they are shipped to the internet.

But it is much more than just graphics. If you
could break a temperature graphic into pieces,
you would have small areas no more than a few
square miles. Each area, or grid point, would
have its own temperature. The computer re-
members not only the temperature for each

as wind and sky condition). With lots of grid
points across Ar-
kansas and the rest
of the country, a
national digital
forecast database,
or NDFD, is born.
Customers can use
the NDFD to get
weather informa-
tion for each grid
point . It works kind of like the clickable map
on the front page of the Little Rock website.
When you click on a spot, data is extracted for
that spot in the form of a 7 day forecast.
Want to learn more about NDFD? Try these
links...

Local &raphical Forecast Page
http://wuan.srh.noaa.gov /data/ifps/1zk/GFE/

graphically. Once the graphics are constructed,

grid point, but for other variables as well (such k

5 3

NDFD
http://wvmn.nws.noaa.gov/ndfd/

You may have noticed some new radar imagery
on the web. With the new images, you have the
ability to keep a flat black background, or
overlay terrain features, rivers and highways.
This new RIDGE (Radar Integrated Display
with Geospatial Elements) radar is now avail-
able at every National Weather Service
office’s website.

RIDGE Radar allows
users to overlay the
latest radar images and
warnings over local
maps that display to-
pographical features,
roads, rivers, cities and
county boundaries. The
display also includes
distances between specific locations and the
developing weather, as well as the ability to
view an animated loop showing direction and
velocity. The new system not only provides
enhanced images, it helps the user understand
exactly where they are located in relation to
the storm system. The radar and warning
images provide citizens with a heightened level
of situational awareness that can help to save
lives and reduce property damage.

For RIDEE Radar Pictures
http://radar weather.gov/
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$Spotting tips for estimating...

Hail Size  Wind Speed

HAIL SIZE DESCRIPTION .
- - ESTI DESCRIPTION
1/4 inch Pea Size MATE
1i2 inch Plain 1 & M Candy 2531 Large branches in motion,
2/ inch Penny Size mph whistling heard in telephone wires
Jf8 inch HMickel Gize 32-38 Whole trees it motion,
1 inch Cuarter S1ze mph incotvenience felt walking against thewind
11/4 %nches .Half Dollar S1z§ 29,54 Trrigs break off trees:
1 1f2 1nches Ping Pong Ball 5ize mph wind generally impedes progress
13/ inches i7olf Ball Size
5 inch 7} =3 55-72 Damage to chitnneys and TV antennas,
m'_: i l_me ¥E : mph pushes over shallow rooted trees
2 1/2 inches Tennis Ball Size
2 344 inches Basehall Size 73-112 | Peels sutfaces off roofs; windows broken; light mobile
2 inches Large Apple Size mph homes pushed or overtumed, cars pushed off road
dinches Grapefruit S1ZE 113-157 | Roofs torn off houses; cars lifted off ground; severe and
Sinches Computer CD Size mph widespread damage.

Rainfall amount and intensi

Light

Ranging from scattered drops that do not completely wet an exposed sufacetegardless of duration to a condition
where individual drops are-easily seen; slight spray is-obzerved over pavement, puddles form slowly, sound onroofs
tanges from slow pattering to gently swishing, steady, small streams may flow in downspouts, Houdy accumulation of
rait1 i3 up to 10 inches per hour with a six minute accumulationugp to 0lanches.

Mod-
etate

Individual drops ate not clearly identifiable; spray is obgervable just above pavement s0d other hatd sufaces; puddles
form rapidly; downspouts on buildings are 174 to 152 full; sound on roofs ranges from swishing to a gentle roar,
Houtly accumulation of rain is 11 to 30 inches per hour with a 8% minate aceimulation of .01 to 03 inches.

Heawy

Rain seems to fall in sheets; individual drops are not identifiable, heavy spray to height of several inches is observed
ovet hard sufaces, downspouts on buildings nan more than 152 full; wisibility iz greatly reduced; sound on roofs te-
sembles roll of dinams or distant roar, Hourly accunodlation of rain iz greater than 30 inches per hour with a six mitnte
accumulation of more than (03 inches.
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Reporting Severe
Weather Joe Goudsward

ports, call your
MW S in Morth
Little Rock by using
the following
number:

We here in Arkansas see

some of the wildest weather
around. Ranging from fornadogs
toice storms, with everything in
between, Arkansans have ex-
perienced just about all Mother
MNature can throw at us. The
MNational Weather Service re-
ligs on a team of dedicated
weather enthusiasts fo report
real time weather information
tous. Our storm spotters are
trained to recognize severe
weather before and during its
occurrence. While we use our
spotter network extensively, we
welcome any severe weather re-
port.

1-501-834-0308

Please give your name and your
location as precisely asyou can.
Please give the type of severe
weather occurring, its location,
the time you observed it, and
its movement. The form below
may be filled in and used if you
so desire. Make numerous copies
to use if yvou wish. ¥You do not
have to keep the form after yvou
use it

Plzase relay yvour report as soon
as yol can safely do so, it is
heeded inorder to issue anew
warning or monitor existing
warnings inyour area. Do not
assume the Mational Weather
Service already knows about it
and therefore is not inferested
inyour report. We are always
looking for additional informa-
tion. Yours s likely the first
report of severe weather we
may receie.

Additional reports are always
appreciated in order to track
the storm. If your report must
be delayed, please pass it along
as s00n as you can. It is still
very valuable, Simply put, if vou
observe severe weather, report
it. If vour report is more than 2
hours old, you can still call it in
or file it onour Internet site:

http://www.snh.noaa.gov/1zk

It should be noted
that severe weather
is hot just restricted
to spring. Severe
weather can and of-
ten does occur any
time of the year.

We also covet reports
of winter weather
such as heawy show or
icing conditions, To
provide real time re-

Page 18

Type of Storm
Location of Storm
Time of Storm
Movement of Storm
Damage

Your Name

Your Location




The Natural State Scrvbe is published twice a year by the National Weather Service
Forecast office in North Little Rock, Arkansas. Please refer all comments and
suggestions to Joe Goudsward, chief editor, at Joseph.Goudsward@noaa.gov

The following sources outside the National Weather Service were used in the assembling
thic publication:

Discovery School; 2005 Discovery Communications Company

The Weather Doctor: The Weather Doctor ©@2006,

Wikipedia: Copyright (€) 2000,2001,2002 Free Software Foundation, Inc.
Arkansas Forestry Commission

Arkancas Oklahoma Interagency Coondination Centen

Texas Interagency Coordination Centen
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